
The world keeps revolving (most watched TV-talkshow in the Netherlands):  

The seducers: Taken by the bank. Political initiative. 13-01-2015 

 

Presenter: Two months ago these men were sitting at this table, the men from The Seducers, to discuss their most 

recent play, Taken by the bank. It’s been a complete success, full houses at every performance and they will be playing 

at the Carré Theater for a week in March. They are back with us tonight, and now they are not only actors but 

activists. In a few moments, here at this table they are starting a citizen’s action to fight for a debate in parliament 

about the behavior of the banks, namely the dangers of money creation. 

 

Around the table we have the men, Leopold Witte, Victor Löw, Tom de Ket, Pierre Bokma, and George van Houts. 

 

Spokes person?  

 

All: Van Houts, Van Houts, Van Houts 

 

Presenter: Last time it was him as well. 

 

All: Yes, van Houts, van Houts, van Houts 

 

Presenter: Last time it was still about the issue itself and you were really on a mission, it was as if we had a politician 

at the table but now you are an activist, you are all becoming activists, what's happened? 

 

George: The public is astounded and shocked by the information we are presenting on stage, and it seems that they 

see that it is the truth, so after we're finished, they come up to us and ask what they can do, because now that they 

know this, they can't pretend that they don't know this anymore. They want something to happen. 

 

Presenter: So, let’s take a step back for the viewers that have not seen the play yet, and did not see our previous 

broadcast about this, what is it that you expose, what are the revelations that take place on stage? 

 

George: We expose how private banks manage money. In other words, how do 99% of Dutch people think that money 

is created? We bring savings to the bank and the bank lends those saving to the people who need it. Now, that is 

really not how it works, you can forget about those savings completely, or almost completely. When you go to the 

bank for a loan, let’s say 100 000 Euro, the banker, if you are credit worthy, makes a loan agreement, they ask you for 

your signature and at the moment you sign, the bank director types 100 000 Euro into his computer, and then the 

money exists, all of a sudden. The money did not exist before this time, the banker did not have it, he is hereby 

creating new money. You now, for the sake of this example, have to repay the bank over 10 years in real money 

through value creation, for example you have to go out and work for it, or you do business, or something else and 

then, after interest, you probably end up paying 150 k to the bank for the 100 k that the bank never had. That 100 K 

never existed. Now don’t be shocked, this is how it has worked for the last 300 years. The Netherlands thinks that the 

state, or the national bank is responsible for money creation, but they only make around 5% of the total amount of 

money, just the coins and paper money. It is the commercial private banks, whose focus is profit, who determines the 

volume of money in the economy. And that is, as we have seen in the last few years, extremely dangerous. 

 

Presenter: and then we had the crisis and we thought OK, they have promised to behave themselves, all sorts of 

things were done, committees were created, but you have absolutely no faith in that, It’s a huge... well... it needs to 

be exposed. And in very concrete terms. 

 

Victor: It is not on the parliamentary agenda now, and it is our goal to achieve that, namely because It’s the people 

who want it, like George said. 

 



Pierre: It was last November, in England wasn't it, that money was discussed in Parliament for the first time in 170 

years. 

 

Leopold: And there the members of parliament were all astounded that it had not been discussed before, they 

suddenly realized that maybe they should have done that. 

 

Why didn't we know this? 

 

Tom: This is an outrage! 

 

Jort: But boys, this has always been a problem, we adopted the Euro without any serious financial discussions. What 

you are really talking about is, should we all be creating so much debt? I object to that, it’s the people who have the 

responsibility for this; some were lending eight times their annual income. 

 

George: Just a moment, I want to educate you on financial matters.  

 

Jort: OK, I will contain myself and try not to interrupt. 

 

George: The problem is that when the bank director types that amount into his computer he does two things. On the 

one hand he creates new money, and on the other hand a debt, which means that there can be no new money 

without also creating a corresponding debt. That creates the dangerous situation. Because interest also has to be paid 

on the loan, the amount of money in the economy has to continuously grow. Otherwise there can never be enough 

money in the future, to repay the loans we made today. There lies the danger. 

 

Jort: (speaks over the presenter) That’s not true. 

 

Presenter: Why does the parliament, the politicians, not want to touch this? Don’t they want to get burned?  Do they 

not know about it? 

 

George: They are the guiltiest of all. 

 

Leopold: Because for every Member of Parliament there are 14 lobbyists from the banks and the information that 

they get comes directly from the banks. 

 

George: There is another important reason, there is just a tiny elite, 0,001 %, Thomas Piketti, the author of 'Capital in 

the 20th Century',  wrote about that, the tiny elite, the share holders of the big banks, they benefit from this and that 

is the ultimate centre of power of the world. They have an interest in having this system continue in the way that it 

has randomly evolved over the last three hundred years. But everyone in the western world, and also the people of 

Russia and China, are being bled dry to support it. It works like this everywhere. 

 

Presenter: What is it that you experience after the performances, you say that you do the performances and there is 

uproar in the auditorium and you end up talking long into the night, in fact you end up in a sea of... 

 

Victor: amongst many trembling hands. They tell us, 'We have experienced in real life what Pierre uncovers in the play 

in the Special Resolutions Unit. It's happened to us as well'. They are so emotional about it.  

 

Tom: While it is a perfectly sound company. 

 

Victor: While it is a perfectly sound company. 

 

Presenter: Can I just switch to the politicians? Mr. Mayor (the Mayor of Amsterdam), you are here on a completely 

different matter but you are listening to this story, do you know this play? 



 

Mr. Mayor: No, but I am definitely going to see it. Their previous piece about real estate I thought was wonderful so I 

am definitely going to come and see this play. 

 

Presenter: Do you know this problem? That tiny elite who determine everything. 

 

Mr. Mayor: Who doesn’t? I don't want to place too much emphasis on this because I find this discussion too powerful 

but I do meet bankers in my position and I see some about whom I think, you haven't learned a thing, for you it really 

is business as usual, but I also meet those who wrestle with this too so I hope that you are able to get this last group 

on your side. 

 

George: It is important to emphasize how many bankers become unwell during our performances and have to be 

carried out of the auditorium on a stretcher, but we can’t emphasize enough that we are not speaking about people 

who work for banks. We have nothing against bankers, we are talking about a system that has grown completely out 

of control and causes so much misery. 

 

Presenter: You're an activist now Pierre. 

 

Pierre: Yes! 

 

Presenter: Did you ever imagine this? 

 

Pierre: Yes! I certainly hoped for it in any case. And now I'm actually doing it. 

 

Presenter: I have the feeling that George knows most about this but the material is so unbelievably complex, I also try 

to read those web sites, but do you have an adviser, a small forum who you can.... 

 

George: No, no, I am just a citizen who started to read and everything I have found is on public web sites. The system 

of money creation has just been published on the Bank of England's web site - something like: 'Yes we have to admit 

that this is how it works'. 

 

Jort: But it’s gone well for quite some time now, we do have quite a bit of prosperity to thank for it. The biggest 

shareholders are private people like here in the auditorium who are contributing to their pension funds so it is not Mr. 

Rothschild or Mr. who-ever, it’s you and I who have a pension, we are the shareholders. 

 

Pierre: We are talking about the shareholders of the large banks, we are talking about the decision makers, who 

determine if the economy is going to expand or contract. 

  

Jort: Who are these men at the ING (high-street bank), who is it at the Rabobank, the Rabobank has hundreds of 

thousands of stakeholders who... 

 

Pierre: Those are the puppets those are the people who are underneath.... 

 

Jort: If you give a loan to someone then, of 100 000 or even 10 000, do you charge interest or do you then say... 

 

Pierre: In principal you would not have to, why would you? If you read the interest books by David Graeber (Debt: The 

First 5000 years), for the last 5000 years you can see that it wasn't needed. 

  

George: And it can be done between friends, I was going through a tough patch recently and Leopold lent me 10 000 

Euro. Really great, thank you so much Leopold - he doesn't have it back yet. But between friends, you do not ask 

interest. 

 



Jort: But that I understand of course. 

 

George: With that kind of loan there is no money creation, 

 

Jort: But in the mean time there has been some inflation so Leopold has become a little poorer. You have to recognize 

that as well. 

 

Tom: What it’s really about is that this system makes the economy unstable, which in turn destabilizes society and 

creates inequality and that is what we want to stress here. 

 

Jort: I have to say I went to see the play last week and I think it is fantastic, I can recommend it to everyone, not just 

the mayor, and the real estate piece was also fantastic, I think everyone should see it. But where I am concerned, we 

don’t sit around making money that does not exist, this is something the government does to a large degree and 

Europe, there goes the ECB again throwing hundreds of billions into the market, and so I will sign this initiative of Van 

Houts but.... 

 

Presenter: We will now officially start the action by going to the web site at www.burgerinitiatiefonsgeld.nu. OK Jort 

 

Jort: I’m going to be first. 

 

Presenter: Are we connected? 

 

Tom: These days it’s worth a mint don’t you think? 

  

Presenter: Are we connected? Can I just see it on the screen? 

 

Jort: Sign the citizens’ initiative - here is the site, we will just click in there and here comes a screen with some details 

prefilled. Here I can put my name, that works nicely and now we are going to vote. I don't agree with everything but I 

think it is a good initiative. 

 

Presenter: The first vote is in and when you have 40 000 signatures then the parliament has to place it on the agenda. 

What if the parliament discusses it for 45 minutes, down goes the hammer and it is never discussed again, what then. 

 

Pierre: Then we know how our government reacts to issues like this. 

 

George: And this is our Nice Guy approach, next we announce a country wide mortgage strike. It means we all stop 

paying our mortgages for 3 months. We don't spend it of course, keep it aside and see how they react, and at that 

point, we have tried all the nice approaches and then there is nothing for it but to pull the cobblestones out of the 

streets and we storm the parliament - we just have ourselves a revolution. 

 

Presenter: George, an actor, at least up until now, and it seems to me, also a bit the leader of this group, but aren't 

you ... are you a member of a party?  

 

George: Yes but completely the wrong one - I am with D66 and they are up to their elbows in the arses of the banks. 

 

Presenter: So you are turning away from them but are you becoming a politician? 

 

George: No, I have been questioning myself on this for 25 years but I would lose my freedom to get up on the stage 

and say whatever I like, but maybe that does have to happen because the future of my children is of course very close 

to my heart. 

 

Presenter: Tom, tomorrow, there is a special performance at the Bank of the Netherlands. 



 

Tom: Yes. 

 

Presenter: At their request! 

 

Tom: Yes indeed, at their request, which is very special. They would like us to come and perform there and then Klaas 

Knot, the director, is going to have a chat with us.  

 

Jort: After this evening? 

 

Tom: And why not, it’s an open institute so... 

 

Jort: But what if he is unemployed tomorrow, what then? 

 

Tom: We are really looking forward to it; I think it’s an extraordinary honor. 

 

Presenter: The citizens’ initiative has been started here at this table. 40 000 votes, we are going to keep an eye on it 

ourselves and if the goal is achieved, how do we reach you? 

 

George: Before 10.00 this evening. 

 

Presenter: Well if we get to that point before the end of the show we will certainly announce it. 

 

Pierre: Don’t do that, people will not vote because they'll think we've already got all the votes we need. 

 

Presenter: Yes, OK. 

 

Tom: And we want cameras in the chamber when it is being discussed, so that if they do just dismiss it then.... 

 

Presenter: So gentlemen, you are off to perform now? 

 

George: Yes, and we are playing at the Carré Theater... when is it? The 15th to the 22nd of March and there are a few 

tickets left.... 

 

Presenter: www.burgerinitiatiefonsgeld.nu - you can now go in and sign - thank you very much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


